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THE LADY 


Mary *MonTacu. 


Daughter to the moſt high, moſt 
puiſſant, and moſt noble Prince, 


 Jonn Duke ak 8 Se. 


Manan, 


HE agreeable and pretty 
Novel, which I take the li- 
berty to preſent to your La- 
| _ dyſhip, was dedicated in the 

original, to the Counteſs of Murat, a 


lady, whom the author juſtly compli- | 


ments on account of her uncommon 
delicacy.of taſte in this way of writing, 


and who was alſo celebrated for her fine 


compaſitions of this nature, in rhyme 
and Poetic number, and conſequently of 
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| maturity of age and diſcernment; aſſur. 
ing himſelf, chro' her patronage, the 
perfections of Finetta might be rendered 
the more diffufive and agreeably enter. 
taining. ä $6. 

Bur if the Diſcreet Princeſs believed 
herſelf happy in being made known to 
that fine Lady, infinitely more ſo muſt 
ſhe, neceſſarily, judge herſelf to be in 

the acquaintance of your Ladyſhip; 
and a Eind reception from ſo bright a 
perſonage, in whoſe veins concentrates 


the blood of Princeſs; of ſo ſtrift and 


intimate conſanguinity with the moſt 
. confummate Hero in world, the 
terror of the arbitrary ſway, the con- 
ſervator of the liberties of nations, 
the Great, the YViRorius, the Invincible; 
from aLady in whom ſhines forth ſuch 

- . ſuperior merit and perfection, with ſuch 
inimitable ſplendor, as would be vain 
and fruitleſs in me to attempt their 
praiſe or deſcription any more than 
thoſe of your illuſtrious parents; the 
one, by a continued Series of Actions 
truly grand and noble, like the ſon of 
Veſpaſian, the delight of mankind; 


and the other, where- ever preſent, by 
5 charms 
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charms of mind and perſon all tranſcen- 

dant and divine, the life, ſoul and ſpirit, 
2culiar ornament and admiration. 

But perſons of polite and refined taſ- 


tes, of rare and elevated qualities of 


ſoul, have, in all ages, taken ſingular 
delight in ſuch productions of the 
mind, as this which I have now the 
honour to offer to your peruſal; ſince, 
tho* they are intirely fabulous, they 
wrap up and infold moſt excellent mo- 
rality, which is the very end, and ulti - 
mate {cope and delign of fable: And 
this, Mapam, is what you will find 
in the following Novel. 

It turns upon two points, and your 
Ladyſnip will thereby ſee how our 
fore-fathers knew to inſinuate into 
young minds, that we fall into an in- 
finity of diſorders, when we amuſe 
ourſelves in doing nothing; or, to ſpeak. 


more plainly, that 7aleneſs is ihe Mother 
of all Vice; and you will undoubtedly - _ 


be 2 with their manner of per- 
ſuaſion, which is, that we ſnould be 
always on our guard; or, in other 
terms, that Diſtraſt 5 the. Mot ber F 
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DEDICATION. 


J. 


Love never triumphs over am heart, 


Nor wounds it with bis keen re/iſtleſs dart, 
But when *tis not imploy'd: 
Tate ſage advice, ye blooming beauties, 


then 


Beware the nets, and luring ſrares of men, 


Who love you uninjoy'd. 
And if you truly are afraid, 


Dur reaſon ſhould be dup d, betray , 


Aud captive to a pleaſant c 


Necelſity requires that you ſhould find 


Suiting emyloyment to ingage the mind. 


— 
g II. 
. 


But if in ſpite of all your care, it frove, 
To be your lot and deſtiny to love, 


Take heed you are not ae til well 


you know 


Him upon whom you would Jour heart 


beſtow ; 
All Pleas d be ſhould its ſovereign lord be- 


come. 


ror ads. | 
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HI. 


Dread, as ſure enemies to your repoſe, + 
The bane of purity, and viriue's foes; - 
T hoſe . gaudy things, potent in arms of 
areſs, Te 22 EW. 
IWho haunt your toilets, and do yon careſs 
With ogling fimp*ering- airs, . you do not 
With pertinent diſcourſe the fair to moda, 
But lan guiſo, and delufive glances throw. 
And ſgb and die, but never truly love. 


IV. 


Next theſe (and be it your peculiar care) 
Another claſs of hypocrites beware, - 
bo ſay ſeveet things, with luring tongue 
they move, © Ws, 
Flouriſh amain, and ditties tune of love. . 
Sound well the bottom of their ſouls; they. 


| cry i 
To every pretty little Celia they. 
Incounter at aſſemblies, park or play, 
The ſame gay tinſel toys of antrous 
A 4 V.. | 
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Diftruſt, in fine, thoſe lovers warm, 

M ho briſkly tell you that your beauties charm, 

. The very — they Arſt ſee your eyes; 
They re on on fire, 2 ſoul wwith Nur 


Vollies of oaths diſcharge their lively e 


T hey talk of nothing, but of bleeding hearts, 
And dire effetts of Cupid's fatal darts; 


But laugh at theſe vain calbs; the cheat'; | 


'the ſame. | WP! 
Well, as it truly ought, a heart to gain 
' Requires ſome time, and not a little pain. 


Take, therefore heed, leſt ſome ſmall 


 complaiſance 
Does not too ſoon, your deſtiny advance; 
You of your neceſſary pride diſarm, 
And to ireparable ruin charm: 


For, on a juſt diſtruſt, and right adareſs, 


Security depends, and future joy and peace. 


Your Ladyſhip* will pardon this 
little ſally of rhyme; the digreſſion is 
notmal-a-pro-pus: but not todetain you, 


Mapam, any longer, I implore your 


attention, and thus begin my Tale. 
| THE 


S 
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PRINCESS. 


N the time of the firſt Cruſades, a | 

] certain king in Europe (where his 4 

kingdom lay I know not) reſolved | 

to make war againſt the infidels in Fa- | 

line. Before he undertook fo long a 

journey, he put his kingdom into ſuch 1 
good order, and the regency into the 
hands of ſo able a miniſter, that he 
was intirely eaſy upon that account. 
- What moſt diſquieted this Prince, 
was the care of his family. His queen 
had not been long dead. She left him 
no ſon; but he ſaw himſelf farther of 
three young princeſſes, all marriageable. 

My chronicle does not inform me what 
were their true names: I only know, 
0 ST. 8 that 
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that as, in thoſe happy times, the 
honeſt ſimplicity of the people gave 


very freely ſurnames to eminent per- 
ſons, according to their good and bad 
qualities; the eldeſt of theſe Princeſſes 
they named Dromilla, ſignifying, in our 
modern ſtile; idle, the ſecond Pratilia, 
implying talkative; and the third H. 
netia; names which had all of them a 
juſt relation to the characters of theſe 
three ſiſters. 

Never was agy perſon known ſo in- 
dolent as Dronilla; ſhe never waked e- 
very day till one in the afternoon: ſhe 
was dragged all along to church in the 
fame condition as when ſhe got out of 
her bed; her night-clothes all tumb- 
led, her gown loſe, no girdle; and 
very often a flipper of one ſort, and 
one of another. They uſed to rectify 
this miſtake before night; but they 
could never prevail upon this Princels 
to go any otherwiſe than in flippers: it 
was a moſt inſypportable fatigue to put 
on ſhoes. So ſoon as ſhe had dined, 
Me ſat down to her toilet, where ſhe 
continued till evening; the reſt of her 
* ; | ume, 


rnehr 
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time, till midnight, ſhe employed at 
play, and eating her ſupper: after chat 
they were almoſt as long in pyllingoff 
her cloathes, as they had been in putt- 
ing them on; ſhe. could never be per- 
ſuaded to go to bed till it was hroad- 
day. f FA A 33 JOf1 721 
Pratili led quite another ſort of a 
life. This Princeſs was very briſk and 
active, and employed very little time 
about her Perſon; but ſhe had ſuch: a 
ſtrange itching to talk, that from the 
very moment ſhe waked, till the time 
ſhe fell afleep again, her mouth was 
never ſhut. She knew the hiſtory of 
all things; ill managements. tender 
compacts, the gallantries and N 
not only of the whole court, but of 
the meaneſt cits. She kept a regiſter 
of all thoſe wives who pinched their 
families at home, to appear the finer 
abroad, and was exactly informed. 
what ſuch a counteſs's woman, and 
ſuch a marquis's ſteward gained. The 
better to be inſtructed in all theſe little 
affairs, ſhe gave audience to her nurſe 
and mantua- maker, with greater pleja- 

r ſure 
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12 The Diſcreet Princeſs. | ; 
ſure than ſhe would to any embaſſador; 


and when ſhe had got any thing new, 
ſhe tired every-body with repeating 
to them theſe fine ſtories, from the 
-king her father, down to the footmen; 
for, provided ſhe could but talk, ſhe 


did not care to whom it was. This 


itch of talking, produced yet another 
bad effect of this Princeſs; for, not- 
withſtanding her high rank, her too 
familiar airs imboldened the pert ſparks 
about the court to talk of love to her. 
She heard their ſpeeches withour any 
ceremony, purely to have the pleaſure 
of anſwering them; for, from morning 
till night, whatever it might coſt her, 
ſhe muſt either hear others tattle, or 


rattle herſelf. Never did Pratilia, a 


more than Dronilla, ever employ her- 
ſelf in thinking; reflecting, or reading. 


She never troubled herſelf about houſe- 
hold matters, or the amuſements of 


her ſpindle or needle. In ſhort, theſe 
two ſiſters lived in perfect idleneſs, as 
well of mind as of body. 

- The youngeſt of theſe three Prin- 


ceſſes was of a quite different character: 


9270 155 Her 


* 


Her thoughts and hands were continu- 
ally employed: She was of a ſurpri-. 
ling vivacity, and ſhe applied it to 
good 'uſes She danced, | ſung and 
played upon muſic to perfection; finiſh- 
ed, with wonderful addreſs and ſkill, 
all thoſe little works of the hand, which 
generally amuſe thoſe of her ſex. She 
put the king's houſehold into exact re- 
gulation and qqder, and, by her care 
and vigilance, hindered the pilferings, 
of che lower officers; for even in thoſe 
days princes were cheated by thoſe | 
about them. 

Her talents were not bounded there: 
She had a great deal of judgment, and. 
ſuch a wonderful preſence of mind, that 


ſhe immediately found the means of 


extricating herſelf out of the greateſt 
difficulties. This young Princeſs had 


by her penetration, diſcovered a dan- 


gerous ſnare which a perfideous embaſ- 
ſador had laid for the king her father, 
in a treaty juſt ready to be ſigned by 
that prince. To puniſh the treachery 
of this embaſſador and his maſter, the 


The Diſcreet Printeſs. 13 


king altered the article of the treaty, 
| | by | 3 
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and by working it in the terms his 
daughter dictated to him, he, in his 
turn, deceived the deceiver himſelf 
The -Princeſs moreover diſcovered a 
vile piece of roguery which a certain 
miniſter had a mind'to play the King; 
and by the advice ſhe gave her father, 
he ſo managed it, that the perfidity of 
that traytor fel] upon his own head, 
The Princeſs gave, on ſeveral other 
occaſions ſuch marks of her penetrati- 
on, and fine genius, that the people 
gave her the _ of Finetta. © 
The king loved her far above his o- 
ther daughters, and depended ſo much 
upon her good ſenſe, that, if he had 
no other child but her, he would have 
begun his journey with no manner of 
uneaſineſs; but he as much diſtruſted 
the conduct of his other daughters, as 
he relied upon that of Fineita. Ando 
ro be aſſured of the ſteps his family 
might take in his abſence, as he was of 


| . thoſe of his ſubjects, he took ſuch mea- 


ſures as I am now going to relate. 
I make no doubt (charming lady) 
but you, who. are 2 knowing in mat- 
ters 


%. 


The. Diſcreet Princeſs. 15 
ters of antiquity, have heard a hundred 
times of the wonderful power of fairies, 
The king I ſpeak of, having great in- 
timacy with one of theſe able women, 
went to viſit his ſaid friend, whom he 
acquainted with the uneaſineſs he was 
in about his daughters. I is not (ſaid 
he) that the two eldeſt, whom 1 am uneaſy 
about, have ever done the leaſs thing © 
contrary to their duty: but they have ſo © 
little ſenſe, are ſo i t, and live 
fo very idly, that I fear, in my abſence, 
they will ingage in ſome fooliſb intrigue or 
other, merely to amaſe themſelves, As 
for Finetta, 1 am ſure of ber virtue; 
bewever, I Hall treat ber as I did her 
fillers, to make no diſtin#tion; for which 
reaſon, ſage fairy, I deſire you to make 
three diſtaffs of glaſs for my daughters, 
to be made with ſuch art, that each of 
them may not fail to break, ſo ſoon as ſbe 
lo whom it belongs, does any thing contra- 
ry to ber honogr. 7 
As this fairy was one of the moſt 
expert, ſhe gave that prince three in- 
chanted diſtaffs ſo made as to anſwer 
his deſign; but he was not _ 

wi 
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with this. precaution. He put the 
Princeſſes into a tower vaſtly high, 
and with ſtood in a very ſolitary and 
deſert place, The king told his daugh- 


ters, That he commanded them to tate 
up their reſidence in tha? tower during his 


 * abſence, and charged them not to admit 


into it any perſon whatſoever, He took 
from them all their officers and ſer- 
vants of both ſexes; and, after having 
preſented them with rhe inchanted 
diftaffs, the qualities of which he told 
them, he kiſſed the princeſſes locked 
the doors of the, tower, of which he 
took himſelf the keys and departed. 
Tou will perhaps believe, madam, 
that theſe princeſſes were now in dan- 
ger of periſhing with hunger. Not at 
all. Care was taken to fix a pully to 
one of the windows of the tower: 
there ran a rope thro it, to which the 
princeſſes tied a baſket, which they 
let down daily. In this baſket was 
put every day proviſions, which when 
they had drawn up, they carefully 


carried away the rope to their chamber. 
| Dronilla 


The Diſcreet Princeſs. 17 
Dronilla and Pritiha led ſuch a life, 


in this folitude, as filled them with 


deſpair; they fretted themſelves to 
ſuch a degree as was beyond expreſſion; 
but they were forced to have patience; 
for their diſtaffs were repreſented to 


them ſo terrible, that they were afraid 


the leaſt ſtep, tho' never ſo little awry 
or equivocal, might break them, 

As for Finetta, ſhe was not in the 
leaſt out of humour: her ſpindle, 


needle, and muſic, -furniſhed her with 


ſufficient amuſement; and beſides this 
by order of the miniſter who then go- 
verned the ſtate, there was care taken 
to put into their baſket letter which in 


formed the Princeſſes of whatever paſ- 


ſed, either within or out of the king- 
dom. The king allowed it ſhould be 
ſo; and the miniſter, to make his court 
to the Princeſſes, did not fail of being 
very exact as to this article. Finetta 


read all this news with great attention, 


and diverted herſelf with it; but as 


for her two ſiſters, they took no man- 


ner of notice of it; they ſaid, They 
were too much out of humour to amuſe 
| them- 


18 The Diſcreet Princeſs. 
themſelves with ſuch trifles; they ought io 


have, at leaſt, cards to divert their melan- 


cboly, during therr fat ber's abſence. 
Thus they paſſed their time in great 
diſquiet, murmuring continually. a- 
gainſt their hard fortune; and, I ſup- 
poſe, they did not fail ſaying, that it 
is much better to be born happy, than to 
be born the ſon of a king. They were 


frequently at the windows of the tower, 
to ſee atleaſt what paſſed in the coun- 


try. One day as Finetia was buſied 


in her ons ſome pretty work, 


her faſter who were at the window, ſaw 
at the foot of the tower, a poor wo- 
man cloathed in rags and tatters, who 
_ cried out to them in a ſorrowful tone, 
and in a very moving manner com- 
plained to them of her miſery. . She 
begged them, with her hands joined 
together, that they ſhould let nb, come 


into the caſtle, telling them, That ſhe 


Das a wretched ſtranger, who knew how 
zo do a thouſand — and would ſerve 


them with the utmoſt fidelity, At firſt, 


the Princeſſes called to mind theit tathers 


orders, not to let any one come into the 
| tOWeTr; 
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tower; but Dronilla was ſo weary of 
Vvaiting upon herſelf, and Pratilia was 
ſo uneaſy at having na- body to talk to 
but her ſiſters, that the earneſt deſire 
one had to be dreſſed piecemeal, and 
the eagerneſs of the other to have 
ſome-body elſe to chat with, made 
them reſolve to let in this poor ſtranger. 


ſiſter) T hat the king*s order extends to this 
unfortunate wretch? I believe we may take 
ber in without any conſequence, You may 
do, ſiſter (anſwered Dronilla) what you 
pleaſe, Then Pratilia, who only waited 
her confent, immediately let down the 
baſket. The poor woman got into it, 


help of the pully. 


When they viewed this woman 


nearer them, the horrible naſtineſs of 
her cloathes turned their ſtomach. They 


would have given her others; but ſhe 


told them, ſhe would change them the next 
day; but at preſent, ſhe would think upon 


nothing but her work. She was ſpeaking 


theſe words when Finetta cameinto the 
room. This princeſs was ſtrangely. ſur- 
3 prized 


Do you think (ſaid Pratilia to her 


and the princeſſes drew her up by the 


* _ --—F 
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prized to ſ ee this unknown creature 
with her ſiſters. They told her the rea. 
ſons which had induced them to dray 
her up. Firzzta, who faw it was a 
thing done, diſſembled her vexation at 
this impudent action. 

In the mean time, this new ſervant 
of theſe Princeſſes took a hundred turns 
about the caſtle, under pretence of do- 
ing her work; but, in reality, toobſerve 


how things were diſpoſed i in it, For 


madam (and I am not ſure you do not 
already begin to think ſo too) this pre- 
tended beggar-women wasas dangerous 
in this caſtle, as count Ory was 1n the 
nunnery, where he entered, being 
diſguiſed like a fugitive abbeſs. 

To keep your ladyſhip no longer in 
ſuſpence, I ſhall tell you, madam, 
that this creature, ſo in tatters, was the 
ſon of a powerful king, a neighbour of 
the Princeſſes rather. This oung 
prince was one of the moſt artful and 
deſigning perſon of his time, and go- 
verned intirely the king his father; 
which to do indeed required not muc 
addreſs; for that prince was of ſo _ 

an 
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and eaſy a character, that he had 'the 
the ſurname given of the Mila, or Gentle, 
And as for this prince, who always 
acted with artifice and cunning, he 
was by the people ſurnamed Rich. in- 
Craft, but in ſhortneſs Ricb-Craft. 
He had a younger brother, who was 
as full of good qualities as he was of 
bad; however, notwithſtanding their 
different tempers, there was between 
theſe two princes ſuch ſtrict union, that 
every body wondered at it. Beſides 
the good qualities which the youngeſt 
prince was poſſeſſed of, the beauty of 
his face, and the gracefulneſs of his 
perſon, were ſo temarkable, that he 
was generally called Bel a- voir. It was 
prince Rich-Craft who had put the em- 
baſſador of the king his father upon that 
wicked turn in the treaty, which was 
fruſtrated by the addreſs of Finetta, 
and fell upon themſelves. Rich- Craft 
who before that had no great love for 
the king, the Princeſſes father, ſince 
then bore him the utmoſt averſion; fo 
that when he had notice of the precau- 
tions which that prince had taken in re- 
lation 
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lation to his daughters, he took aperni at th 
cious pleaſure to deceive, if poſſible from 
the prudence of ſo ſuſpicious a father, MW Fine! 
"Accordingly Rich- Craft got leave a nimł 
the king his father, to travel upon ſome but 
invented pretenſe, and took ſuch mea. mov 
ures as gained him entrance into the vert: 
tower where theſe Princeſſes were con- F 
fined, as you have been informed. her 
In examining the caſtle, this prince told 
obſerved, that it was very eaſy for the and 


Princeſſes to make them be heard by 


people going in the roads; and he con- ¶ and 
cluded, that it was beſt for him to con- Al 
tinue in his diſguiſe all day; becauſe cou 
they could, if they had a mind to it, I Wh. 
call out to paſſengers, and have him a't 
chaſtiſed for his raſh enterpriſe. He 484 
therefore remained all day long in jure 
His tatters, and counterſeited a profeſ- ¶ for 
ſed beggar- women; but all night, after I ſuff 
the Princeſſes had ſupped, Rich- Craft Ric 
threw off his rags, and ſhewed himſelf dre 
dreſſed like a eipalier in rich apparel, cer. 
all: covered with gold and jewels. The ob! 
poor Princeſſes were ſo much frighten d che 


al 
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at this ſight, that they began to haſten 
from him with the utmoſt precipitation 
Finetta and Pratilia, who were very 
nimble, Joon got to their chambers; 
but Dronilla, who ſcarce knew how to 
move, was by the prince preſently o- 
vertaken. * 

He immediately 'threw himſelf at 
her feet, declaring who he was, and 
told her, that the reputation'of her beauty, 
and the fight of her picture, had induced 
him to leave a delightful court, to come 
and offer ber his faith and ' vows. Dro- 
zilla' was ſo much at a loſs, that ſhe 
could not anſwer one word to the prince, 
who was ſtill kneeling; but as, amidſt 
a thouſand tender enczarments,' with 
as Many proteſtations, he ardently con- 
jured her to receive bim that very moment 

for her huſband, her natural ſoftneſs not 
ſuffering her to contend, -ſhe told 
Rich-Craft, ' in a very indolent and 
droniſn tone, hat fe believed dum fin- 
cere, and accepted of 'bis vous. She 
obſerved no greater formalaties than 
thoſe, which were the concluſion of 
this marriage; But wickal, ſhe loſt her 
a diſtaff, 
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diſtaff, for it broke into a thouſand Pra 
pieces. | cau 
Mean while, Pratilia and Finetta were her 

in ſtrange uneaſineſſes. They had got I her, 
away ſeperately into their apartments, I her 
and locked themſelves in. Theſe apart- Ml . l 
ments were at ſome diſtance from each Jayl 
other; and as all three of theſe Prin. MW fiſte 
ceſſes were ignorant of their ſiſters offer 
fate, they did not ſleep one wink al MW 
the night long. 
Next morning, the pernicious prince wit 

led Dronilla into the ground apartment and 
which was at the end of the ;:arden: full 
where this princeſs told him how greatly Ns 
ſhe was diſturbed about her ſiſters, tho too] 
ſhe. dared not ſee them, for fear they I told 
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ſhould blame her for her marriage. The I rr 
prince told her, he would undertake they and 
ſhould. approve of it; and, after ſome Pri 
diſcourle, went out, and locked Dro- of | 
nilla in, without her perceiving it, and for 
then ſearched carefully every where to taſt 
find out the Princeſſes. It was ſome _ 


time before he could diſcover in what 
chambers they had ſecured the mſelves: I Mat 


but at 1 the ſtrong inclinat ion which end 
|  Pratilia 
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Pratillia had to be always prattling, 
cauſing this Princeſs to talk and bewait 
ker deſtiny to herſelf, the Prince heard 
her, and coming up to the Door, ſaw 
her thro* the key hole. | 

EKicb-Craft ſpòke to her thro' the door, 
fſaying to her the ſame he had told her 
ſiſter; which was, That it was only to 
offer her his faith and heart, which had 
cauſed him to undertake the enterprize of 


entering the bower. He praiſed, not | 


without exceſſive exageration, her wit 
and beauty; and Pratillia, who was 
fully perſwaded in herſelf, that ſhe 
was poſſeſſed of infinite merit, was 
tooliſh enough to believe all the prince 
told her. She anſwered him with a 
torrent of words, which were not over 
and above diſobliging. Certainly this 
Princeſs muſt have had a ſtrange fury 
of ſpeech, to acquit herſelf as the did; 
tor ſhe was terribly faint, not having 
taſted a morſel all day, by reaſon ſhe 
had nothing fit to eat in her chamber. 
As ſhe was extremely lazy, and had no 
manner of thought of any thing but 
endleſs talking, ſhe had not the leaſt 
e eee, mh 
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foreſight: When ſhe wanted any thing, 
ſhe had recourſe to Finetta; and this 
amiable Princeſs, who was as laborius 
and provident as her ſiſters were the 
contrary, had always in her chamber 
great abundance of fine biſcuits, pies, 
macaroons, with dried and wet ſweet- 


meats of all ſorts, and cf her own ma- 


king. Pratilia then, who had not the 
like advantage, finding herſelf at that 
time much preſſed with hunger, and the 
proteſtations which the Prince made 
thro* the Door, opened it at laſt to 
that ſeducer, when he acted again the 
Comedian perfectly well, having well 
ſtudied his part. 

They then both went out of this a- 
partment, and came into the office of 
the caſtle, where they found all fotts 
of refreſhments; for the baſket furniſh- 
ed the Princeſſes every day with more 
than enough. Pratillia could not help 
being ſtill in pain tor her ſiſters,» and 


what might become of them; but it 


came into, her head, I know not upon 
what foundation, that they were, doubt- 
leſs, both locked up in Finetta's cham- 


ber, where they wanted for nothing. 
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Rich-Craft uſed all the arguments he 
could to confirm her in this belief, and 
told her, they would go and find out the 
Princeſſes towards evening. She could 
not agree with him in that, but ſaid, 
They ſhould go and ſeek after them ſo 
ſoon as they had done eating. 

In ſhort, the Prince and Princeſs fell 
to very heartily; and when they had 
done, Rich- Craft defired to ſee the fineſt 
apartment in the Caſtle; he gave his 
hand to the Princeſs, who led him thi- 
ther; and when he was there he began 
to exaggerate the tender paſſion he had . 
for her, and the advantages ſhe would 
have in marrying him. He tcad her, 
as he had done her filter Dronilla, Thet — 
ſhe ought to accept of bis faith that very 
moment; becauſe, if ſhe ſhould ſee her 
fiſters before ſhe had taken bim for her 
buſvand, they would not fail to oppoſe it; 
an being, without contradiction, one of the 
moſt powerfug of the neighbouring princes, 
be would, molt probably, ſeem to them a 
perſen fitter for ber eldeſt ſiſter than ber, 
who would never . conſent to a match the © 
berjelf migh: aefire with all imaginable 
ardear. Pratilic, atter adeal of diſcourſe, 
1 Which 
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which ſignifying nothing, was as ex. 
travagant as her ſiſter had been; ſhe 
excepted the Prince for her Huſband, 
and never thought of the Effects of 
her glaſs diſtaff, till after this diſtaff 
was ſhattered in a hundred pieces... 

Towards evening, Pratilia returned 
to her charmber with the Prince; and 
the firſt thing this Princeſs ſaw was her 
olaſs diſtaff all broken to bits: She 
was much troubled at this fight. The 
Prince aſked her the reaſon of her con- 
cern. As her paſſion for babbling 
made her uncapable of being ſilent on 
any ſcore, ſhe tooliſhly told Rich- Craft 
the myſtery of the diſtaff; at which 
this Prince was wickedly overjoy'd, 
ſince the father of theſe Princeſſes 
would by this means be intirely con- 
vinced of the bad conduct of his 
daughters. ED 

However Pratillia was no longer in 
the humour of going to look for her 
ſiſters. She had reafon to fear they 
would not approve of her conduct; 
but the Prince offered himſelf to do 
this office, and told her, He ſhould find 


mas 
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| means to perſuade them to approve of it. 
After this aſſurance, the Princeſs, who 
had not ſhut- her eyes all night, 
grew very drouſy; and while ſhe was 
ſleeping, Rich-Craft turned the key 
upon her, as he had done before to 
Dronilla. | NG 


Is it not true, madam, that this 
Rich- Craft was a great villain, and theſe. 


two Princeſſes weak and imprudent 
perſons? I am very angry with ſuch 
Hort of folks, and doubt not but you 
are ſo too in a high degree; but do not 


be uneaſy, they ſhall all be treated as 


they deſerve; no one ſhall triumph, 
but the ſage and courageous Frnetta. 
When this perfidious Prince had 
locked up Pratillia, he went into all 
the rooms of the caſtle, one after ano- 
ther; and, as he found them all open 
but one, which was faſtened in the in- 
ſide, he concluded for certain, that 


thither it was Finetta had retired. As 


he had compoſed a ſtring of compli- 
ments, he went to retail out at Finetta's 
door the ſame things he had made uſe 


of to her ſiſters. But this Princeſs, who 
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was not a dupe. like thoſe her elder 
fiſters; heard him a good while, with. 
out making the leaſt anſwer. At laſt, 
finding that he knew ſhe was in that 
room, ſhe told him, If it was true that 
be had ſo ſtrong and ſincere a paſſion fer 
her, as he would perſuade her, Joe defired 
he would go down into the garden, and 


Hut the door upon him, and after that ſhe 


would talk to him as much as be pleaſed 
out of the window of that apartment 
which looked upon the garden. 
Rich-Craft would not agree to this; 
and as the Princeſs ſtill reſolutely per- 
faſted in not opening the door, this 
wicked Prince mad with impatience, 
went and gota billet, and broke it open, 
He found Finerta armed with a great 
hammer, which had been accidentally 
left in a wardrobe near her chamber. 
Emotion raiſed Finetta's complexion; 
and tho' her eyes ſparkled with rage, 
ſhe appeared to Rich-Craft a moſt in- 


chanting beauty. He would have caſt 
himſelf at her feet; but ſhe ſaid to him 


boldly, as he retired, Prince if you ap- 
praach me, { will cleave your bead with 
this 
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this hammer. What! beautiful Prin- 
ceſs (cried out Rich Craft in his hypo- 


critical tone) does the love I have for 
you inſpire you with ſuch cruel hearted? 
He began to preach to her a new (but 
at the tarther part of the room) of the 
violent ardour which the reputation of 
her beauty and wonderful wit had in- 
ſpired him with. He added, that he 
only motive he had to put on ſuch diſguiſe, 
was only with reſpect to offer ber his hand 
way heart: and told her that ſhe ought 


to pardon, on account of the violence of 


2 paſſion, his boldneſs in breaking open her 
door. He ended, by indeavering to 
purſuade her, as he had her ſiſters, 


That it wwas her intereſt to receive him for 


ber huſband as ſoon as poſſible. He told 
her, moreover, he did not know wither - 


ber hſters were returned; betauſe he was 
not in any FX" about them, having his 
thought wholly fixed upon her. The a- 
droit Princef, eigne herſelf. intirely 
pacified, told him, after that, they would 
take their meaſures altogether, but Rich- 
Craft anſwered that he could by no means 
leſolve upon that, till Me had conſented to 
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32 The Diſcreet Princeſs. 
marry him; becauſe her fiſters would nit 
fail to oppeſe the match on account of their 
nig bi and elderſbip. 
Finetta, — with good reaſon dil. 
truſted this Prince, found her ſuſpicions 


redouble by this anſwer. She trembled 


to think what might have happened to 
her ſiſters, and reſolved to revenge them 
with the ſame ſtroke which might make 
her avoid a misfortune, like what ſhe 
jadged had befallen them. This young 
Princeſs then told Rich-Craft, That fre 
readily conſented to marry him; but ſhe 
Was fully perſuaded, that marriage; 
which were made at night, were alway 


unhappy; and therefore deſired he would © 
defer the ceremony, of plighting to each | 


other there mutual faith, till the next 
morning. She added, he might be aſſured 
ſhe would not mention a ſyllable of all this 
4% the Princeſſes ber ters, and begged 
him ta give her only a little time 10 ſay ber 
prayers; that afterwards ſbe would lead 
him to a chamber where he ſhould have a 
very good bed, and then ſhe would return 
to ber cn room till the morrow morning. 


Nich. 
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 Rich-Craft, who was not over and 


above courageous, ſeeing Finetta ſtill 
armed with the great hammer, which 


ſhe played with like a fan, Rich-Craft, 
I fay. conſented to what the Princeſs 
deſired, and went away, to give her 


ſome time to meditate. He was no 
ſooner gone, but Finetta haſted to make 
a bed over the hole of a ſink in one of 
the rooms of the caſtle, This room 


was as handſome as any of the reſt; 


but they threw down the hole of that 
ſink which was very large, all the odures 
of the caſtle. Vinelta put over the hole 
two weak ſticks acroſs, then very 


handſomely made the bed upon them, 


and immediately returned to her cham- 
ber. A moment after came Rich- Craft. 
and the Princeſs conducted him into 
the room where ſhe had made his bed, 
and retired. 1 
The Prince without undreſſing, 
threw himſelf haſtily upon the bed, 
and his weight having all at once bro- 
ken the flender ſticks, he fell down to 
the. bottom of the ſink, without being 
able to ſtop himſelf, making twenty 
e bumps 
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34 The Diſcreet: Princeſs. 
bumps in his head, and being all over 
ſorely bruiſed. The fall of the Prince 
mage a great noiſe in the pipe as he 
was deſcending; and beſides, being 
not far from Fnetta's chamber, the ſoon 
knew her artifice had ſucceſs ſhe proy 
miſed herſelf, and ſhe felt a ſecret joy, 
which was extremely agreeable to her, 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the pleaſure 
it gave her to hear him muttering in 
the fink. He very well deſerved that 
puniſhment, and the Princeſs had rea- 
{on to rejoice at it. 

But her joy was not ſo great as to | 
make her unmindtul of her fiſters; her 
firſt care was to ſeek for them. It was 
no hard matter to find out Princeſs; 
Rich-Craft, after double- locking that 

” Princeſs into her chamber, having left 
the key in the door, Finetta went haſ- 
tily in; and the noiſe ſne made awaked 
her fiſter in a ſtart. At the ſight of 
her ſhe was in great confuſion. Finetta 
related to her after what manner ſhe 
had got rid of the wicked prince who 
was come to inſult them. Pratillia, 
at this news, was as one mage 

for 
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very word of what Rich-Craft had told 
her: there are ſtill more ſuch 50 as 


ſhe in the world. 


That Princeſs, diſſembling the ex- 


ceſs of her ſorrow, went out of her 
chamber with #7xetta, to look after 


| Dronilla. They went into all the rooms 


of the caſtle, but could not find: her. 
At laſt, Finetta bethought herſelf, that 
ſhe might be in the apartment of the 
garden; where, indeed, they found 


her half dead with deſpair and faintneſs; 


for ſhe had not taſted any thing all that 
day. The Princeſſes gave her all ne- 
ceſſary aſſiſtance: after which they told 
each other their adventures, which af- 
tected Dronilla and Pratillia with mor- 
tal ſorrow, _— oy went all three 
to take their re © 
In the mean tiene Ricb- Craft paſſed 


the night very uncomfortably, and. 


when day came, he was not much the 
better. This Prince was groping a- 
mong diſmal - dungeons, the utmoſt 
horrow of which he could not fee, be- 
3 meme 


for, ſpite of her tatling, ſhe was ſo very 
wiſe as to have ridiculouſly believed e- 
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_ cauſe the leaſt glimpſe of light could 
not enter. However, at lait, with a 
great deal of painful ſtrugling, he came 
to the end of the drain, which ran into 
a river at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the caſtle, He found means to make 
himſelf heard by ſome men who were 
fiſhing in the river, by whom he waz 
drawn out in ſuch a pickle, as raiſed 
compaſſion in thoſe good people. 

He cauſed himſelt to be carried to his 
father's court to get cured; andthis diſ- 
grace made him take ſucha ſtrong hatred 
and averfion to Finelta that he thought 
leſs on his cure than on revenge. 

That Princeſs paſſed her time but 
very fadly; honour was a thouſand 
times dearer to her than life, and the 
ſhameful weakneſs of her ſiſters had 
thrown her into ſo great a diſpair, that 
ſhe had much difficulty to get the bet- 
ter of it. At the fame time, the il 
ſtate of health of thoſe two Princeſſes, 
which was the conſequence of their 
unworthy marriages, put, moreover, 
Fineita's conſtancy to the proof. Ricb- 
Craft, who had long been a compleat 


deceiver, failed not, fince this Adven - 
| ture, 


j 


Att 
De Diſcreet Princeſs 37 


ture, muſtering all his wits to make 
| himſelf in the higheſt degree a tricking: 
villain; neither the ſink, nor the brui- 
ſes, gave him ſo much vexation, as 
did his having been outwitted. He 
ſurmiſed, the effects of his two marria- 
ges; and to tempt the ailing Princeſſes, 
he cauſed to be carried, under the win- 
dows of the caſtle. great tubs full of 
trees, all laden with fine fruit. Dronilla 
and Pratilia, who were often at the win-  - 
dows, could not but ſee the fruit; and 
immediately they had a violent deſireto 
eat of it, and they teazed Finetta to go 
down in the baſket to gather ſome. 
The complaiſance of that Princeſs was 
ſo great, and being willing to oblige 
her fiſters, ſne did as they deſired her, 
and brought up the fruit, which they 
devoured with the utmoſt greedineſs. 
The next day there appeared fruits 
of other kinds. This was a freſh 
temptation for the Princeſſes, and a 
treſh inſtance of Finetta's complaiſance. 
But immediately Kich-Craft's officers. 
who were in ambuſh, and had failed 
of their deſign the firſt time, were not 
wanting to compleat it the ſecond. They 
ſeized 
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38 The Diſcreet Princeſs. 
ſeized upon Finetta, and carried her of 
in the fight of her ſiſters, who tore 

their hair for anguiſh and deſpair. 
Ricb-Craft's guards executed ſo well 
their orders, that they brought Finetia 
to a country houſe, were the Prince 
was for the recovery of his health. 
As he was tranſported with fury againſt 
this princeſs, he ſaid to her a hundred 
brutiſh things, which ſhe anſwered al- 
ways with a firmneſs, and greatneſs of 
ſoul, worthy a heroin as ſhe was. At 
laſt, after having kept her for ſome time 
priſoner, he had her brought to the 
of a mountain extremely high, 
whithes he followed im mediately atter, 
Here it was that he told her, 7 hey were 
going io put her to death, and after ach a 
manner as would ſufficiently revenge all 
the injuries ſhe had done him. Then that 
baſe Prince very barbarouſly ſhewed 
Finetta a barrel ſtuck in the inſide all 
around with pen-knives, razors, and 
hooked nails, and told her, that in order 
to give her the puniſbment ſhe deſerved, 
they wwere going to put her into that viſjel, 


and roll her down from the top of the 
mountain 
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mountain into the valley. Tho' Finetta 
was no Roman, ſhe was no more afraid 
of the puniſhment than Regulus here- 
tofore was at the Sightof a likedeſtiny. 
This young Princeſs kept up all her 
firmneſs, and preſence of mind. Ricb- 
Craft, inſtead of admiring her heroic 
character, grew more inraged againſt 
her than ever, and reſolved to haſten 
her death; and to that end bent himſelf 
down to look into the barrel, which 0 
was to be the inſtrument of his venge- | 
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ance, to examine if it was well provi- | 

ded with all its murdering weapons. . 
Finetta, who ſaw her perſecutor very 7 

attentive in looking into the barrel, 0 


loſt no time, but very dextrouſly puſh- | . 
ed him into it, and rolled it down the 
mountain, without giving the Prince 
any time to know where he was. 
After this, ſhe ran away, and the | 
Prince's officers, who had ſeen, | 
with extreme grief, after what cruel . | 
manner their maſter would have treated - | 
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this amiable Princeſs, made not the 
leaſt attempt to ſtop her; beſides, they 
were ſo much trightened at what hap- 

| pened 
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pened to Rich- Craft, that they thought 
of nothing elſe but ſtopping the barrel; 
but their endu avours were all in vain; 
he rolled down to the bottom of the 
mountain, where they took him out all 
over wounded in a thouſand places. 
This accident of Rich-Craft threw 
the Gentle King and Prince Bel à voir 
into the utmoſt deſpair. As for the 
people, they were not all concerned, 
Nich - Craft being by all extremely hated; 
and they were even aſtoniſhed to 
think, that the young Prince, who 
had ſuch noble and generous ſentiments. 
could love this unworthy elder brother: 
But ſuch was the good- nature of this 
Prince, that he was ſtrongly attached 
to all who were of the family, and 
Rich-Craft always had the addreſs to 
ſhew him ſuch tender marks of affecti- 
on, that this generous Prince could 
never have forgiven himſelf, had he 
not anſwered them with intereſt. Bel- 
a- voir was then touched with exceſſive 
grief at the wounds of his brother, and 
he tried all means to have him perfect- 
ly cured; but, notwithſtanding all the 
CAarc 


b 


care taken of him by all about him» 
nothing could do Rich-Craft any good: 


every day to grow worſe, and to prog- 
noſticate he would linger on a_ long 
while in miſery. 

Finetta, after having diſingaged her- 
ſelf from this terrible danger. was now 
got very happily to the Caſtle, where 
ſhe had left her ſiſters, and where it 
was not long before ſhe had new trou- 


Princeſſes were brought to bed each of 
them of a ſon: at which Finetta was 
exceedingly perplexed. However, the 
courage of this Princeſs did not abate; 
The deſire ſhe had to conceal the ſhame 
of her ſiſters, made her reſolve to expoſe 
herſelf once more, tho' ſhe very well 
knew the danger. To bring about 
her deſign, ſhe took all the meaſures 
prudence could ſuggeſt. She diſguiſed 

herſelf in man's clothes, put the chil- 

dren of her ſiſters into boxes, in which 
ſhe had bored little holes, over againſt 

the mouths of theſe little infants, tha 
they might breathe: She got on _—_ 

bac 
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On the contrary, his wounds ſeemed 


bles to incounter with, The two 
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back, and took along with her theſe I 
boxes, and ſome others; and in this 
equipage, arrived at the Gentie King's 
capical city, where Rich- Craft, then was, 

So ſoon as Fineita came into the city, 
ſhe was told aiter what noble manner 
Bel-a-woir did pay for the medicines 
which were given his brother, which had 
brought to court all the mouncebanks 
of Europe: For, at that time, there 
were a great many adventurers 
without buſineſs or capacity who 
gave themſelves out for wonder» 
tul proficients, having received from 
Heaven the gift to cure all forts ot dil- 
tempers. Theſe people, whole whole 
ſcience conſiſts in nothing but to cheat 
impudently, found always great credit 
among the people: They knew how 
to impole upon them by their extraor- 
dinary exterior, and by the odd names 
they went by. Theſe kinds of doctors 
never ſtay 1n the place of their nativity; 
and the prerogative of coming from 2 
long way off does with the vulgar, very 
frequently ſupply the want of _ 


— 
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The ingenious Princeſs, who knew 
all this, took a name which was intire- 
ly ſtrange to that kingdom: this name 
was Sanatio, Then ſhe gave it out, 


town with wonderful ſecrets to cure all 
ſorts of wounds, the moſt dangerous 
and inveterate. Bel-a-vorr ſent imme- 
diately ior this pretended knight. Fi- 
 netta came, made the beſt empiric in 
the world, threw out five or ſix terms 
of art, with a Cavalier air; nothing 
was wanting. Thus Princeſs was ſur- 
priſed at the good mein, and egreeable 
carriages of Bel-a-vorr; and after having 
diſcourſed ſome time with this Prince 
about the wounds of Rich-Craft ſhe told 
him, She would go and fetch a bottle of 
mcomparable water, and in the mean while 
leave two boxes ſhe had brought thither, 
which contained ſome excellents, ointment 
very proper for the wounded prince. 
Upoil ſaying this, the pretended phy- 
ſician went out, and came no more. 
They were very impatient at his ſtaying 
ſo long. At laft, as they were going 


they 


that the Chevalter Sanatio was come to 


to fend to him to haſten his coming, 
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they heard the cryings of young chil. 
dren in Prince Rich-Craft's chamber, 
This ſurpriſed every body; for there 
was no manner of appearance of any 
children: Some liſtened, attentively, 
and they found that theſe cries came 
from the doctor's boxes. 

It was in reality, Finetta's little ne. 
phews. This Princeſs had given them 
a great deal to cat before ſhe came to 
the Palace; but as they had been there 
now a long time, they wanted more, 
and explained their neceſſities, by ſing- 
ing this doleful tune. They opened 
the boxes, and were ſtrangely amazed 
to find in them actually wo little babes 
very pretty. Rich-Craft made no doubt 
immediately, but this was a new trick 
of Finetta's. He conceived againſt her 
ſuch a rage as is not to be expreſled; 
and his pains ſo greatly increaſed, that 
they concluded he muſt unavoidably 
die of thoſe hurts. 

Bel-a-wvoir was penetrated with the 
moſt lively ſorrow; but Rzch-Craft, 
perfidious to his laſt moments, ſtudied 


how to abuſe the tenderneſs of his bro- 
ther. 


The Diſcreet Princeſs 45 
ther. You have always loved me, Prince, 
cried he, and you lament your loſs.of me: I 
can have no greater proofs of your love in 
relation to my life; I am dying ; but if ever 
1 have been dear to you, grant ibis one thing, 
Theg of you, which I am going to aſk of you. 

Bel. a- voir, who, in the condition 


wherein he ſaw his brother, found 


himſelf capable of refuſing him noth- 
ing, promiſed him, with the moſt ter- 


rible oaths, to grant him whatever he 


ſhould deſire. So ſoon as Rich-Craft, 
heard theſe oaths, he ſaid to Eis bro- 
ther, embraceing him, I die contented, 
brother, fince I am revenged; for that 
which 1 beg of you to do for me, es to aſk 
Finetta in marriage, immediately onmy de- 
ceaſe; you will undoubtedly obtain this wicked 
Princeſs; and the moment ſhe ſhall bein your 
power, plunge your poniard into ber heart, 
Bel-a-voir trembled with horror at theſe 
words; he repented the impudence 
of his oaths; but it was not now the 
time to unſay them; and he had no mind 
his repentance ſhould be taken notice 
of by his brother, who expired ſoon 
alter. The Gentle King was very 

ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly troubled at his death. Hig 
people, far from regreting Rich-Craft, 
were extremely glad that his death 
ſecured the ſucceſſion of the Crown to 
Bel-a-vsir, whoſe merit was dear to all, 

Finetta, who had once more happily 
returned to her ſiſter, heard ſoon after 


of the death of Rich-Craft; . and ſome 


time after that, news came to the 


three Princeſſes, That the king ther 


father was come home. This Prince 
came ina hurry to the tower; his firit 
care was, to aſk to ſee the glaſs diſtaffs, 
Dronilla went and brought that which 
belonged to Frnetto, and ſhewed it to 
the king; then making a very low 
curteſy carried 1t back again to the 
Place whence ſhe had taken it. Pra. 

tilia did ſo too; and Finetta, in her 
turn, brought her diſtaff: but the 
king, who was very ſuſpicious, had a 
mind to ſee them all three together. 
No one could ſhew her's but 77netts; 
and the king fell into ſuch a rage « 
gainſt his two eldeſt daughters, that, 
he ſent them, that moment, away t0 
the fairy who had given him the diſtaffs 

(uns. deſiring 


them 
been 
ſaw. 
111010 
but 1 
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deſiring her, To keep them with her as 
long as they lived, and puniſh them accord- 
ing to their deſer ts | | 

To begin the puniſhment of theſe 
Princeſſes, the tairy led them into a 
gallery of her inchanted caſtle, where 
the had cauſed to be painted the hiſto- 
ry of a vaſt number of illuſtrious 
women, who made themſelves famous 


the wonderful effect of fairy art, all 
theſe figures moved, and were in acti- 
on from morning till night. There 
were ſeen every where trophies and de- 
viles to the honour of theſe virtuous 
lads; and it was no flight mortifica- 
tion tor the two ſiſters, to compare the 
triumph of theſe heroins wink the 
deipicable fituation to which their un- 
happy prudence had reduced them. To 
Increale their vexation, the fairy told 
them very gravely, 7hat if they bad 
been as well employed as theſe whom they 
jaw in the Pitiure, they bad not fallen 
in la the umwer thy errors wh ichrumed themy 
but that idtewe(s \was the mother of all 


We, and ibe fource of all their migfer< 


FUMES, 


by their virrue and laborious lite. By | 
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tunes, The fairy added, That, 10 bin. 
der them from falling into the like misfar. 
tunes; ſhe would give them thorough en- 
ployment, and indeed ſhe obliged the 
Princeſſes to employ themſelves in the 
coarſeſt and meaneſt of work; and, 
without having any regard to their 
complexion, ſhe ſent them to gather 
| peaſe in the garden, and pull up the 
weeds. Dronilla could not help falling 
into deſpair, at leading a life which was 
fo little conformableto her inclinations, 
and died with fatigue and vexation, 
Pratilia, who ſome time after found 
means to make her eſcape, by night, 
ont of the Fairy's caſtle broke her cull 
againſt a tree, and died in the arms of 
tome country people. 
Finetta's good-nature made her very 
ſenſibly grieve for her ſiſters fate; and, 
in the midſt of theſe troubles, ſhe 
was informed, that Prince Bel-g-vair 
had aſked her in marriage of the king 
her father, who had conſented to it, 
without giving her thereof any notice; 
for in thoſe days, the inclination of 
89175 was the leaſt * they * 
ere 
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cdgered in marriage. Finetta trembled at 
this nes; ſhe had reaſon to fear, leſt 
4 the hatred which Rich- Craſt had fur 
her might infect the heart of a brother 
N who was io dear to him; and ſhe had 
apprehenſions, that this young prince 
married her only to make her a ſacrificoa 
to his brother. Full of theſe diſquicts, 
the Princeſs went to conſult the ſage 

Fairy, whe eſteemed her as much as 
ſhe deſpiſed Dgonilla and Pratilia. 

The Fairy would reveal nothing te 
Finetia; ſhe only ſaid to her, Princeſs, 
you are ſage and prudent ;, you would nat 
hitherto bavs taken [ſuch juſt meaſures for 

your conduct, had you not alwavs, born in 

mind that diſtrult is the mother of {+ 
curity. Continue to think earneſtly on the 
importance of this maxim, and you will 
come to be happy, without the aſſiſtance f 
any art. Finetta, not having been able to 
get any farther light out ot the fai ry, re- 
turned to the palace inextreme agitation: 

Some days after, this Princeſs was 
married, by anembaſſador, in the name 
of prigce Bel-@-voir, and ſhe ſet out to 
go to her ſpouſe in a magnificent equi- 


Page. She made, in * me manner, 
C her 
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her entries into the Gentle King's to 
firſt. frontier towns, and at the third 
ſhe found Bel-a-vorr, who was come to 
meet her, by order of his father. Eve- 
ry body was ſurpriſed to ſee the ſadneſs 
of this prince at the approach of a' 
marriage, for which he had ſhewn ſo 
great a defire; the king himſelf was 
forced to interpoſe, and ſenthim,contra- 
ry to his inclination, tomeetthePrinceſ,, 
When Bel a- voir ſ{:xv her, he was 
ſtruck with her charms; he made her 
his compliments, but in ſo confuſed 
a manner, that the two courts, who 
knew how much wit and gallantry this 
prince Was maſter of, believed he was 
fo ſenſibly touched, that, thro' the 
force of love, he had loſt his preſence 
of mind. The whole town ſhouted for 
joy, and there was every where con- 
forts of muſic and fireworks. In ſhort; 
after a magnificent ſypper Preparations 
were made for conducting them to their 
apartment. 
 #Finetia, who was always thinking on 
the maxim which the fairy had revived 
in her mind, had a deſign in her head. 
This princeſs had gained one of the 
* > women 
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women, who had the key of the cloſet 
belonging to the apartment which ws 
deſign'd for her; and ſhe had privately 
given orders to that woman to carry 
into the cloſet ſomeſtraw, and a bladder, 
ſheep's blood, and the guts of ſame of 
thoſe animals which had been dre ſſed 
for ſupper. The Princeſs, on ſome 
pretence went into that cloſet, and made 
a pupper of the ſtraw, into which ſhe 
put the guts, and the bladder full of, 
blood: after that ſhe dreſſed it up in 
womens night cloths. When Finetta 
had, finiſhed this puppet, ſhe returned 
to her company; and, ſome time after, 
they conducted. the Princeſs and her 
W ſpouſe to their apartment. When they 
had allowed as much time at the toilet 
as was neceſſary, the ladies of honour 
took away the flambeaux and . retired. 
Finetta immediately threw the image 
of ſtraw upon the bed, and went and 
hid herſelt in one of the corners of the 
chamber. ee "3 

The Prince, aftet having figh'd three 
or four times very loud, drew his ſword, 
and ran it threw the body of the pre- 
tended Finetta z-At the ſame inſtant he 

8 found 


LEES 
© 


* 


2 he Diſcreet Prince. 
found the blood trickle all about, ard 
the ſtraw- wife without motion. What 
F have I done! cried Bel-a-voir, what af- 
| ter fo many confiifts! after ſo much weiphed 
with myſelf, if I ſhould keep n val hhs at the 
expence of à crime! have I taken away the 
life of a charming Princeſs' I was botn'to 
love! her charms raviſhed me"the moment 
J are her; and yet I had not the pow 
to free myſelf from an oath which a brother 
Poſſeſſed with fury, had exaied from mt ty 
an wrwvorthy ſurpriſe! AFbeavens! could 
any one ſo much as dream to puniſh a woman 


| fer having too much virtue] Well! Rich. 
Craft, I have ſatisfied - thy unjuft venge- 
ance ; "but now I will revenge Finetta, in 
= ber turn, by -my death. Tes, beautiful 
2 Princeſs, my ſword ſball— By thele 
= | wordsthe Princeſs, underftanding that 
—_— the Prince, who in his tranſport had let 
* fall his ſword, was feeling for it, in orger 
* to thruſt it throꝰ his body, was reſolvedhe 
ſhouldnot be guilty of ſuch a folly, and 
therefore cried out, My Prince, I am nut 
be | dead; the goodneſs of your diſpoſition mait 
== me divine your repentance; and, by an in- 
"= nocent cheat, I have hindred you from com- 
= wilting the worſt of crimes, | 
RT a 
= 5 -.. 
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_ + * Upon which ſhe related to Bel-a-voir | 


the fore- ſight ſhe had in relation to the 
figure of ſtraw. The Prince, all tranſ- 
ported to find Finelta alive, ad mired 


the prudence ſne was miſtreſs of on all 


occaſions,” had infinite obligations to 
her for preventing him from commit- 
ung a crime, which he could not think 
on without horror, and did not compre- 
hend: how he could be ſo weak as not to 
ſee the nullity of thoſe wicked oath which 
had been exacted from him by artifice. 
Hovever, if Finetta had not been ever 
perſuaded, thar diftruſt»15*the mother of - 
ſecurity,” ſhe' had been killed, and her 
death beenthecaufeof that of Bel-a-vorr: 
and then; afterwards people would have 
reaſoned at leiſure upon the oddneſs of 
this Prince's ſentiments. Happy pru- 
dence and preſence of 'mind! which 
preſerv*d this princely pair from the 


| moſt dreadful misfortunes, for a deſtiny 


the ſweeteſt and moſt delightful. They 
alway retained for each other a very 
great tenderneſs, and paſſed thro! a 
long ſucceſſion of happy days, in ſo 


much felicity and glory, as is impoſſible 


for the moſt able pen or tongue to ſay, 


" $4 The Diſcreet Princeſs. 
Vour ladyſhip has now heard the won· 
derful hiſtory of Princeſs Finetta which 
is not only very famous, but, as tradition 
infarms us, alſo of very great antiquity, 
which aſſures us, that the Trouvadeurs, 
or ſtorio graphers of Provence, invented 
Finettaa long while before Abelard, or the 
celebrated count Thibaud of Champague, 
obliged the world with their romances. 
|  - Its certain, that theſe kinds of fables 
cantain abundanceof good morality,and 
for ghat reafon ovght to be told to little 
children in their veryinfancy, to inſpire 
them betimes with virtue ſo eminently 
brillant in your: ladyſhip. I know not, 
Madam, whether youever heard Fine/ia 
fpoken of at that age; but for my part: 


* 


A lundred times and more, 10 ma, of old, 
Lead of fables made of beaſts and fow!, 


Of aocks and bulls, the bat and ow!, 

The morals of this tale, my nurſe bas told. 
Here with one little glance we ſes 
4 Prince redus d to utmaſ miſery: - 

A dangerous Prince, wheſe ſable mind 
To perpetrate moſt borrid crimes inclin d, 
Oerubelm d profoundly lor 5 
An endleſs ſhame, irreparable woe, II. 
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. too, as in a magick glaſs, is ſhown 
How two imprudent ladies, royal born, 
Whom every I rea virtue ſhould adorn, 
90 their high character umtuur thy ęraum; 
y paſſm all ther time in Indolence, 

to all honour*s noble | ſenſe, a 

2 to ſtritt virtue having ſmall regard, | 
Fell borribly to acts of fouleſt ſhame, 
And ſtained indeliably therr royal name, 
Receiving for their crime a prompt aud juſt | 
reward. 
I * 


But 15 wee ſee in this delightful tale, 
The Vicious punzſb d, fo we Hupe ſee : 
Virtue 1riumphant, and a 
Loaded with glorious ſpoils of vielory. L 
After a thouſand incidents which none 
Could e er foreſee, or in the leaſt ſurmiſe: 
Finetta, prudent, foge,. auſcreet and wiſe, 
AndBel-a- voir, that gen rous prince ferent, 
Blejs'd in the love of his beloved queen, © 
In perfect ghery mount the _ Aronc. 


IV. 


In fag, theſe tales ſtrite deeper on the 5 


3 au and £08 more, 
_ 15 0 "The 
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Then thoſe invented heretofore, 
Or in the modern mint of fable coin'd , 
Of beaſts and birds, of gnats and flick, 
And all thoſe inconfiſtent reveries, 

( 4 Gallimowfry range, God knows) 
Of monky Barbers, monky Beaus, 
The graduate Als, and proud exalted Pie, 
With little deftor Elephant /o fy, 
And all what cs e Fabuliits invent. 
Relail'd in pretty. ſterile chiming cant, 


V. 


T can't but own I take delight extreme 
(Aud all young people de the ſame ) 
Reading or bearing of theſe kinds of takes, 
o much their . ſeweet ſimplicity prevails: 
But more diffuſive vould their beauties riſe 
Lf mere extent their moral virtues prove, 
Did noble ladies, in their families, 
Admit them audience, and there lefurelove, 
The myſtic meanings, which their Tour 
. contains, 
- Like vital gold lock'd up in min ral veins 
Thoſe in his tales by Aso wrap ſo vil, 
— equal ; and, ſome ſay, excel. 


